Submission Form for Comment on the Draft Otways Plans

Personal Details

Name: ……………………………………………………………………..

Address:  …………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………

Interest in the Otways: Off Road Motorcycle Rider

Plan commented on:  Draft Recreation and Tourism Access – Trail Bike Riding

I do not support the proposals contained in the draft plan to further limit and restrict the use of trail bikes in the Great Otway National and Forest Parks. The proposed riding routes fail to respect or reflect the needs of trail bike riders and will create unnecessary danger to motorcycle riders and other park visitors. The plan decreases the public value of the Otways by denying trail bike riders and other users proper access to public land. 

The Department of Sustainability and Environment planning policies have effectively banned all forms of organised vehicle recreation and competition in rural zones taking away the potential to cater for trail bike riders’ recreation on private land. This plan shows the Victorian Government now wants to take away public land with no intention of providing or assisting riders find alternatives. DSE and Parks Vic have ignored the efforts of trail bike riders to develop and maintain a sustainable track network claiming the majority of tracks are illegal. These claims are false. Many tracks in the Otways were created for legal use but have fallen into disrepair through a failure of the Government to fund proper management. Trail bike riders, 4 x 4 drivers and horse riders have a legal right to use these tracks and should not be punished by the poor actions of public land managers.

As a trail bike rider I want the Otways to be managed properly and the existing track network kept open and properly maintained. Where erosion is occurring I support rerouting tracks, drainage or barriers to rectify problems but not closing and revegetating. Trail bike riders pay registration and taxes and we want some of this money returned to our riding areas in the form of properly maintained tracks not more ugly cement posts and cable to keep everyone out. Visitors to the Otways wanting a quiet natural experience have vast areas where vehicles are not allowed. Is it too much to ask that trail bike riders can have sustainably managed areas too?
Signature

Signed: _______________________ Dated: _______________________

Mail this form to: Manager Otways Planning and Strategy

Parks Victoria

PO Box 103

Geelong, VIC 3220

or fax: (03) 9678 9532

or email: OtwaysPlanSubmissions@parks.vic.gov.au

